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As CSA reflects back on the past year, it certainly has been a year of change 

and transition. I would be amiss not to mention two individuals that contributed 

greatly to the Shorthorn Association and its members. Grant Alexander has retired 

as a Shorthorn breeder and also editor of The Shorthorn Report. Grant and Chris 

have been a flagship for the Shorthorn industry in Canada and also 

internationally. Also Belinda Wagner has resigned her position as Secretary-

Treasurer for CSA in which she served for 20 plus years. Belinda brought 

dedication, hard work and integrity to her job. Thank you both for the service you 

have provided for us.

2023 begins a new era for the CSA as we have restructured and now have a full 

time position of manager and registrar who is fully dedicated to the CSA and its 

members and activities. We will be well served by Shayla Chappell in this position.

In 2022 through 2023, we have seen an increase in memberships and Whole Herd 

Enrolments. Expansion in members and registered Shorthorn cattle has come at 

time when the North American beef herd has been in contraction. This speaks 

well for how Shorthorn cattle have been received in the mainstream beef 

industry and in the show ring.

Something very gratifying is the number of new and young members that have 

chosen Shorthorns as their breed of choice. I have watched how these sharp and 

energetic outstanding young cattle enthusiasts have helped position our breed in 

the present but more importantly will keep the breed going strong and 

competitive into the future.

Canada will be hosting the 2025 World Shorthorn Congress. Planning has already 

begun but there is always a need for more volunteers to help to plan and 

execute such a large event. If you are interested, contact a CSA director.

As this is my final report for CSA, I want to thank our past staff Belinda Wagner 

and Ruth Watch and our present staff Shayla Chappell and Rita Ricioppo for all 

your help and assistance. Also thank you to the CSA board of Directors for their 

volunteer time and service to our great breed!

Enjoy the 2023 annual meeting and safe travels to all.

3



Welcome to the 137th CSA Annual General Meeting! We are honored to be hosted 

by the Ontario Shorthorn Association for this year’s event. We thank them for all of 

their hard work in making the 2023 AGM a success. 

We are pleased to present the 2022 Annual Report. Due to rising costs in today’s 

times, our financials show at a loss of $4,464. The CSA Board of Directors is currently 

making arrangements to adapt to these changes and aim to have a profitable 2023. 

In review of our 2022 Registry Statistics, we are proud to report another “growing 

year” for the our Whole Herd Registry. Registrations show a small decline from 2021 

due to a large influx of 2022-born registrations submitted this January. 

I invite you to continue your herd’s genetic advancement by taking advantage of 

genomic testing offered through Neogen. In addition of defect and condition tests 

that can be ordered, the 30K and 100K parentage tests are a great way to further 

understand your cattle’s genetic merit. Discounted defect and condition tests are still 

offered with an 100K test if you wish to order. A reminder that herd sires need to be 

“genotyped” with either a 30K or 100K test, and have a TH test completed if they are 

not considered “TH free by pedigree”. Don’t get caught on assuming your bull was 

tested before you bought him! Check with us at the office if you want to ensure he 

meets the minimum testing requirements. 

Recently Neogen has released an “100K TSU Rebate Program” that is available to 

CSA members. Any samples submitted using a TSU and undergoes 100K testing, will 

be eligible for a $2.50 rebate. The program runs until April 30th, 2024. To order TSUs, 

contact the CSA office. The TSUs come in boxes of 10 and are $25.00 per box 

($2.50/TSU). 

There was no shortage of good things to say about last year’s CJSA National Show in 

Collingwood, Ontario! Mark your calendars for August 11th-13th, 2023 as the CJSA is 

planning another great National Show this summer in Carman, Manitoba! 

Registration details have now been released on the CSA website- the show 

registration deadline is July 1st. We hope to see a large participation of junior 

members as well as spectators from near and far just as we did at last year’s showing.  

It has been a pleasure serving the membership since 2018 and I look forward to 

continuing involvement in the Shorthorn breed. I hope that members feel they can 

approach any of their directors or myself on matters in regard to the association. We 

always appreciate feedback on how to make the breed a greater success. 
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In Attendance:

Ray Armbruster, Chair Teresa Acheson Bill Acheson Lesley Hedley

Susan Armbruster  Dale Asser Connie Baehr Dennis Cox

Richard Moellenbeck Ross Gray  Jeff Grayson Peter Greeno

Grant Alexander  Carl Lehmann Shae-Lynn Madsen Marty Madsen

Rhonda Moellenbeck Earl Gibson Martin Mason Bob Merkley

Russell Moellenbeck  Marvin Peters Les Peterson Shelley 
Peterson

Orville Renwick  Grayson Ross Ian Smith  Grant Smith

Dan Stephenson  Nicole Stewart Monty Thomson Tom Walls

Belinda Wagner, Secretary/Treasurer

Ray Armbruster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 

1. A Moment of Silence was held for members who have passed on in the last year.

2. Introduction of Directors, verify quorum.

The board of directors were introduced and it was reported that there are 35 voting 
members in attendance with 50% or 18 members in favour required to pass a motion. 

3. Agenda.

  The agenda was circulated as page two of the annual report. 

  Moved by Dennis Cox, seconded by Bob Merkley that the 
MOTION 22-11 agenda be adopted as circulated.  Carried. 
       

4. Address of the President.

Ray Armbruster welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the Manitoba 
Shorthorn Association for their work in planning the Annual General Meeting and 
events this weekend. He stated that the CSA has a history of 136 years of 
achievement as a breed and that the Shorthorn breed has been holding its own in an 
industry that has been steadily declining. Even though our sales have grown, we 
should not get complacent. The CSA has new terms with Digital Beef as our registry 
database provider in a three year contact and reminded everyone that there are 
many tools available for producers to use in the system. We are also a member of the 
Canadian Beef Breeds Council and their CBIN project to ensure a place at the table 
in the future if we want to move to their Canadian made registry system. Our young 
leadership/junior program is strong and the juniors are looking forward to the National 
Show taking place in Collingwood, ON July 14 - 17. A Steer trial was planned for 2021 
however due to the shortage of feed the trial did not take place, but another is being 
planned for 2022.

Ray recognized the board of directors for all their work. He also thanked office staff.
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5. Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting.

Time was given to review the minutes of the 2021 meeting which were included in 
the annual report. 

Moved by Marty Madsen, seconded by Richard Moellenbeck

MOTION 22-12 That the minutes of the 2021 Annual General Meeting be 
  adopted as circulated.    
       Carried.

6. Business Arising from the Minutes. None.

7. Reception of Reports. 

The President, Secretary and Affiliate Association’s reports were circulated as part of 
the Annual Report.

  Moved by Carl Lehmann, seconded by Bob Merkley

MOTION 22-13 That the reports of the President and Secretary, and the written 
 reports of the Canadian Junior Shorthorn Association and 

  Affiliated Associations be adopted.   
       Carried.

8. 2021 Audited Financial Statement.

Belinda Wagner, Secretary/Treasurer reviewed the 2021 Audited Financial Statement 
which was included in the annual report and answered questions regarding the 
statement. 

MOTION 22-14 Moved by Dan Stephenson, seconded by Bill Acheson that the 
 2021 Audited Financial Statement be adopted as presented.

 

MOTION 22-15 Moved by Dennis Cox, seconded by Martin Mason that Dudley 
 & Co. be appointed as 2022 Auditor.   

       Carried.

9. Appointment of Representatives to Exhibitions and Committees for 2022. 

The following Representatives are proposed by the board: 

Royal Agricultural Winter Fair (Beef) - Ontario Shorthorn Association will nominate

Canadian Western Agribition - Saskatchewan Shorthorn Association will nominate

Registry & Performance Committee - Ray Armbruster, Bob Merkley, Dale Asser, Dan 
Stephenson & CSA Registry Staff

Finance Committee - Canadian Shorthorn Association Board of Directors

Promotion Committee - Ray Armbruster, Richard Moellenbeck, Dennis Cox & Dan 
Stephenson 6



Canadian Junior Association Committee - Belinda Wagner, CJSA President; CJSA 
Past President and a representative from province hosting the National Junior Show.

Canadian Beef Breeds Council (CBBC) - Dan Stephenson and Belinda Wagner

World Council - 2025 - Pending. Anne Proctor is willing to help as a travel agent.

Moved by Bob Merkley, seconded by Grant Smith

MOTION 22-16 That the 2022 committees and representatives be adopted. 
         Carried.

10. 2022 & 2023 Canadian National Shorthorn Show.

The 2022 National Show will take place at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in 
conjunction with their 100th Anniversary and the 2023 show is planned for the 
Brandon, MB. Members are encouraged to attend the shows and sales and to 
support each other.

11. Other Business.

CSA Survey - the survey return rate was excellent with over one hundred members 
taking part. Dale Asser presented and reviewed the results. There was discussion on 
plans to build on our junior leadership programs as well as obtain more data through 
the steer trial which will be an investment by breeders in our future.

Bylaws - The proposed bylaw amendments were reviewed. Motion 1 is to clean up 
the reference to Lincoln Red and Milking Society which is now obsolete and Motion 
2, 3 and 5 are housekeeping and will allow for electronic communications and 
voting, if electronic communications are the members preferred method to receive 
information from us. It was noted that if members would like information and ballots 
mailed to them, that will still be an option. Motion 4 is regarding Myostatin and future 
genetic conditions deemed harmful,  and was discussed at length. Non-lethal versus 
lethal conditions is a big difference for some members. There were no amendments 
to the wording proposed, therefore they will be sent out ‘as is’ with voting ballots to 
current 2022 members within two weeks of the annual meeting. Once voting is 
complete, the amendments will then be sent to the Ministry for approval.

The 2023 annual general meeting will be in Ontario and is tentatively set for the last 
weekend in May in the Ottawa area. It was suggested that we consider having the 
AGM and the CJSA AGM and show together or that they be held in the same 
province in the future.

MOTION 22-17 Moved by Richard Moellenbeck that the meeting adjourn.
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2022 turned out to be another challenging year weather-wise. Long summer 
months of drought in some areas left us wondering what our hay crops would 
be like and led to some early weaning and aggressive culling. For producers 
that culled early, the strong prices in early fall were a welcome reward for 
another difficult year.

We continued with our monthly ads in Country Life in BC as their readership is 
a strong mix of agriculture producers big and small. We continued with 
Facebook for events and postings. 

Our 2022 AGM was held at Semiahmoo Shorthorns. Gary and Margaret 
hosted the rainy day at their farm with lunch and a lovely display of heifers in 
indoor pens for us to admire. Our meeting was in Gary’s hotrodder clubhouse 
that now serves as a birthday and family space for their ever expanding 
bunch of grandkids (enough to start their own 4-H club). We tried to add an 
online component to the meeting but the sound was not great for all 
connected remotely so we have some hiccups to work out. We did discuss 
2024 as our year to host the Canadian Shorthorn AGM and with that 
discussion came the thought that Victoria might be a lovely location to host 
with an airport close by, Butchart Gardens and a lot of local farm gate 
ventures to explore. 

2022 saw a very successful bunch of young people leading red, white and 
roan calves and cows at the fairs. The Bamford Family raised a lovely 
Shorthorn influence steer that Kaden Tamis purchased and placed at the top 
at some of the smaller fairs as weLl as Reserve Champion Market Steer at the 
Pacific National Exhibition. Kaden was also the recipient of the BC Shorthorn 
Bursary Award for 2022 and we’re happy to report that he went back to the 
Bamford’s for his 2023 4-H projects.

A few years back the Spady Family upsized to a ranch in William’s Lake and 
with a team in 2022 launched the Cariboo Classic Junior Steer and Heifer 
Show. 2023 they plan to be back with another amazing event for young 
cattle enthusiasts. The BC Shorthorn Association jumped on board for the 
Shorthorn breed awards at the show. 

On a national level, we continue to support the Canadian Junior Shorthorn 
Show as it moves around the provinces.

Our association directors remain the same for 2023. President Scott Fraser, 
Vice President Gary Wood, Secretary/Treasurer Kathy Hope and CSA 
Representative Bob Merkley.
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2022 was an exciting year to be a part of the Shorthorn breed in 
Alberta. The ASA hosted the CSA AGM and AJSA Junior Show 
which was a great event with a lot of camaraderie, exceptional 
cattle and plenty of fun and entertainment. 

The Fall Shows in Alberta showed a strong presence of Shorthorn 
exhibitors and crowned some incredible champions. Some of 
those champions went on to later sell in a few of the record 
breaking fall consignment sales that were hosted in the province, 
the quality of cattle offered and values commanded for their 
genetics was extremely impressive. 

Winter and spring saw bull sales and calving seasons come and 
go with its own set of victories in sales and challenges in weather. 

As the board of the ASA looks forward to the 2023/2024 year we 
are very excited to prepare new events and focus on serving the 
breed and its membership to the best of its abilities.
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I can’t believe I’m writing a year end report for 2022 already! Another year 
has come and gone, and here we are amidst another Saskatchewan winter. 
I hope everyone is keeping well & warm, and that chores & calving are going 
smoothly for all. Another year of normalcy (or closer to it) following the Covid-
19 pandemic, thank goodness! I know several came down with Covid this fall 
during/after the show run - I guess this just puts a new spin on the “Agribition 
plague” as it is so affectionately called! 

The Association has settled into routine nicely with our new executive, and 
myself taking over the secretary/treasurer position - a huge thank you to the 
executive and SSA membership for bearing with me as I get a handle on 
things. My thank you’s don’t stop there though – Betty Wyatt has been an 
absolute Godsend during this transition and is always there for support or to 
answer questions when we need her! We were very pleased to have her 
back as our barn boss at CWA as well – a lot of work & behind the scenes 
action comes with that sometimes thankless job, and she handles it so well & 
treats all of us wonderfully. Thank you Betty!

Another strong showing from Saskatchewan Shorthorn breeders this past fall, 
and Canadian Western Agribition saw cattle from all across Canada 
attending again. Our show numbers remained consistent (I believe with a 
slight increase), which was really wonderful to see. Our annual banquet was 
very well attended as well, and made for another fantastic evening.

Our 2022 award recipients were Horseshoe Creek Farms (Gerald and Grant 
Alexander) as SSA Honour of the Breed, and Albert Fendelet & family as SSA 
Commercial Breeder. Congratulations again to our awardees!

Sales within the province once again remained steady, with excellent cattle 
on offer across the board. In addition to our usual sale lineup, Horseshoe 
Creek Farms held a dispersal in conjunction with their annual Frozen In Time 
sale – all our best to the Alexander’s in their next chapter. 

The Saskatchewan Shorthorn Association would also like to extend a huge 
thank you to Belinda Wagner for her many years of service in the CSA office, 
and wish her all the best in her next chapter! She will be missed. We look 
forward to having Shayla Chappell in the office role, as she has been 
fantastic as registrar to date.

The CJSA National Show was held in Collingwood, ON. We had several SK 
juniors attend and represent well. As always, this is really great to see! 

Best wishes to all for 2023! 
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We were delighted to return to a new normal in 2022, our 
provincial AGM, summer shows and exhibitions, pasture tours were 
all resumed. 

Along with our traditional yearly activities, 2022 stood out with two 
major events taking place for our Manitoba Association. The first 
being, the national AGM in June hosted in Brandon which was an 
outstanding success. The activities, agenda, speakers, and social 
times were tremendous. The host committee’s investment in time 
and contributions created a quality event, enjoyed by all from 
coast to coast. The second major event last year was the 
inaugural Jewels of the Prairie shorthorn female sale in early 
December. Like minded producers brought their choice purebred 
open replacements, bred heifers, and select commercials to the 
event held at the Keystone Center in Brandon. The high selling 
replacement was brought to town by the Voden brothers from 
Sunlite Stock Farm at Virden, Manitoba. Ross Gray of Uphill 
Shorthorns had the high selling bred heifer. The facility was full of 
buyers and bidders and brimming with excitement and 
enthusiasm. 

We were pleased to award Manitoba postsecondary students with 
education scholarships funded by the John A. Nevin Cattle 
Growers Scholarship in the spirit of Mr. Nevin’s request. 

The October 2022 AgX show in Brandon had a great lineup of 
entries. The 2023 show will commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
Ag X. Four other breeds will join us in hosting National shows. 

At the March 2023, Manitoba Beef Cattle Performance Association 
Sale at Douglas, MB, an open heifer consigned by Uphill Shorthorns 
(Ross Gray) along with a yearling bull consigned by Sunlite Stock 
Farm (Terrance & Tyler Voden) were high sellers at the sale. 

The success of our association is possible only from our volunteer 
support and ideas from membership. Value for our members is our 
goal, through participation, information, and fellowship.
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The Ontario Shorthorn Association had a great year in 2022.  We 
were fortunate enough to hold our first in-person AGM post-covid 
in Peterborough, Ontario.  

The OSA also hosted an excellent National Junior Shorthorn Show 
in Collingwood, Ontario from July 14th-17th. The show was able to 
attract over 70 juniors showing over 100 head of cattle.  

After a two year pause, the OSA was thrilled to return to the Royal 
Agricultural Winter Fair and celebrate its 100th anniversary!  We 
prepared exhibitor vests to commemorate the 100th Royal, and 
updated the banners for the show as well. Thirty-two exhibitors had 
entered in the show.

On November 19th, 2022 we held another great Fall Classic Sale at 
Maple Hill Auctions in Hanover, Ontario.  There were 73 lots 
grossing $187,400.  

The OSA has continued with our advertising program in the Ontario 
Beef Magazine. We focus our ads on testimonials from commercial 
users of Shorthorn genetics answering the question ‘Why 
Shorthorns?’. We continue to receive positive feedback on the 
ads, with several bull and females mentioning them to our 
members.

Since our last OSA AGM, we have sadly lost several members of 
our shorthorn family:  

Jacob Martin of Madard Farms
Michael Meehan of Meehan Farms
Ron Shelley of Kettleview Farm
George Brown of Glenrothes Farm

It has been a pleasure to serve as OSA President these last two 
years, and being a member of the board since 2016. Our incoming 
President is Steve Bartlett with Vice President, Nick Martin.  I wish 
the entire board the best of luck as the board gears up for a busy 
2023.
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In the year 2022,  the executive consisted of President:  Lloyd 
Wright;  Executive members:  Dennis Cox;  Mike Allnutt;  James 
Maxwell; Kevin Dempsey; Doug Perkins; Jim Dempsey and  
Secretary Fieldman - Ray Dempsey.

The Quebec Association participated financially with the CSA in 
translation of the Constitution.

Fairs were held at Ayers Cliff, Brome, Shawville, St. Hyacinthe and 
Expo Boeuf at Victoriaville. Highlight of 2022  Shadybrook , 
Millbrook, High Ridge and Dempsey Show Cattle all showed at the 
Royal Winter Fair in Toronto. Grand Champion Female & Supreme 
went to Millbrook Farm; Senior Champion yearling female was won 
by Dempsey Show Cattle  and Reserve Senior female was won by 
High Ridge. Congrats to the Quebec Breeders!

A very successful Sale was held at Shadybrook Farm in September. 
A successful Online Sale was held at Millbrook Farms.

The year 2022  was slightly more active in the  Shorthorn 
Community than was 2021  but we are optimistic that the year 
2023  will prove to be more active!

37



38



IN 1995, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CANADIAN SHORTHORN 
ASSOCIATION ESTABOLISHED A “LEGENDS OF THE BREED” AWARDS 
PROGRAM TO HONOUR PERSONS WHO HAVE MADE 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FURTHERANCE OF THE SHORTHORN BREED 
IN CANADA. EACH YEAR, THE AFFILIATED ASSOCIATIONS SUBMIT 
THEIR NOMINATIONS. THE 2023 RECIPIENTS ARE:
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